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Lux XII. 35 36. 


Let your loins be girded about, and 
your lights burning. 


And ye yourſelves like unto men 
that wait for their Lord, when be 
will return from the wedding, that, 


when he cometh and knocketh, they may 


open unto him immediately. 


HAT te watered 
| the conduct of a worldly minded man, who, in- 
ſtead of enquiring=—What he ſhould do to be 
ſaved? requeſted of our Lord to interpoſe his authority in order to 
the ſettling an eſtate in controverſy between him and his brother. 
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1424; and that be 125 more 3 About is rides 
than bis ETERNAL intereſts } | 


Urox which aus Lord, perceiving the CovETOLUINERS of kis 
mind, took occaſion to warn men againſt this worldly diſpoſi- 
tion, this eager concern for this preſent life, while they have 
little about the future. The folly of which he iNuftrates, by-a 
parable of a rich man, whoſe goods ſo increaſed that he had not 
where to ſtow them; who hereupon ſaid to his s Tale 
thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry expecting mixy YEARS for 
theſe enjoyments ; When, all of a ſudden, God ſaid unto him. 


Thou fool, this night thy Soul ſhall be required of thee. 


Uron which, our Lord alſo takes occaſion to guard his dif. 
ciptes againſt over thoughtfulneſs and- ſolicitude about even the 
NECESSARIES of this preſent life : which he does by a whole cluf- 


ter of the moſt lively and powerfut arguments imaginable and 


then add Bur rather ſeek ye the kingdom of God, and all rhef 
things ſhall be added unte you : and further aſſures them, that 
the kingdom of heaven mou be their's alſo, i in theſe words 
Fear not little flock, it is your fathers good Pleaſure to git ihe 
Kingdom : plainly intimating, that they to whom Gap intghded 
to give the Kingdom, need not FEAR iu being neyleQed i in this world. 


Ir follows, in the verſes before the text.. that 3e hu 
and give alni, provide yourſelves bags which <vax not old, a trea- 
5 | ſue 
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fare in the heavens that faileth not, eubere no thief approacheth, nei- 
ther moth corrupteth. For, <ohere your treafure is, there ill your 
hearts be alſe——Then come in the words of the text. Let 
your loins be girded about, and your lights burning. And ye yours 


| ſelves like unto men that wait for their Lord, when he will re- 


turn from the <vedding, that auben he cometh and knocketh, they 
may open unto bim immediately. THAT 15—as the greateſt point 
of wiſdom is, to prepare for another world, and fecure the hea» 
venly happineſs ; ſo it is of the utmoſt importance that you live 
always in ACTUAL READINESS for your Lord's coming by death 
or Judgment, and not defer your preparation from one time to 
another; but get ready 1MMEDIATELY, and keep ſo, like good 
ſervants walting for their Lord; that when he comes, how fon 


or ſuddenly ſoever it may be, you may be ready to attend him, 


and be accepted of him. 


Turs is plainly the general itnport of the words. But I mean 


rther ww . „ 


| 1. 1 hall confider the imlitude here uſed by our Lord, and 
mex the fitneſs of it to his purpoſe. 


II. CoxsSrbtr the piirpott of the counſel here given us under 
this ſimile, or in this figurative language; and ſhew the vaſt 


II. Pass all by many conſiderations, to hear this counſel 


without * 
ae delay I. Tuaku 
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I. THen, I ſhall briefly conſider the imilude here uſed by our 
Lord, and ſhew the fitneſs of it to his purpoſe. 


111 
of having their weddings in the night; and to the gueſts leaving 
their ſervants at home to wait for their coming, and be ready 
to open the door and receive them when they returned, let it be 

at what hour of the night it would. 


 Anv, in order to this, they were not to goto fleep, or let their 
lights go out, nor yet to ungird their Joins, but to wait and watch, 
and keep their lights burning, and their garments girded or tied 
up about their loins. THAT 1s8—Be in all reſpects ready, that when 
their Lord returned and knocked, they might open unto him 
immediately, and be ready to attend him. 


Now this is a natural and lively compariſon, ' For—-Haye fer- 
vants a maſter? So have we. One is our maſter, even Chriſt, 
whom we are under all poſſible obligations to obey and ſerve. 
Was the maſter now abſent? So is Chrift our maſter, for the 
heavens have received him till the reſtitution of all things at the 
laſt day. Was the maſter to zzTURn from the wedding ? 80 is 
Chriſt, when he hath eſpouſed himſelf to his Church, which is 
called the Lamb's wife. Was the preciſe time of the maſter's return 
quite uncertain ? So is Chriſt's ſecond coming, or his return from 
the heavens. Did the maſter therefore expect that his ſervants 

| ſhould 
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thould watch, with their loins girt and their lights burning, that 
they might open the door and receive, and attend upon him u- 
MBDIATELY upon his approach, be it ſooner or later? $0 does 
Chriſt expect and require us his ſervants to watch and be berg 
and in all reſpects, to be in actual readineſs for our Lord's coming, 
that, when he calls, we may go forth and meet him with joy. 


Tavs, without more words, you cannot but fee that the fimi- 
litude is Hvely and natural, as all our Lord's are, quite fit for his 
purpoſe ;——which was to put us in mind of the neceffity of our 
being always ready for his coming, fince we know not when the 
time is ; and ſo he may come ſuddenly and unexpectedly, either 
by death or judgment; and if we are not ready, be rejected for- 
ever. This may ſuffice here. And I proceedy 


U. To confider the purport of the counſel here giyen us, under 
ee, or, in this figurative language z and to ſhew the vaſt 
importance of it. 


Let your loins be girded about, and your light! burning. And K 
gourſebves like unto men that wait for their Lord, when he will re- 
turn from the wedding ; that when he cometh and knocketh, they may 
| open unto him immediately. | 


ALL this, you ſee, is given directly in the form of counſel by 
Gur Lord to his diſciples and followers. And, if we conſider what it 
| 5 * 
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is, we ſhall eaſily ſee, that it is the moſt weighty and important 
which can be preſented to the minds of men. 


Fixer then—Let us conſider the counſel itſelf, and ſee what is 
the real purport of it. | 


Now when we are bid to let our loins be girded and our lights 
burning, like men who wait for their Lord—that <ohen he comes 
and knocks, eve may open unto him immediately. The general mean- 
ing, as I have already obſerved, plainly is, That we be ready, 
actually and entirely ready; that, when our Lord comes, we may 
have nothing to do but ariſe and attend him. | 


THAT this is the ſpirit and meaning of theſe figurative words, 
" muſt appear plain from the nature of the fimilitude which I have 
already conſidered. 


Poa, wits a fervant thus left on a marrige night; walched 
and waited, with his loins girt and his lights burning, quite ready 
on his Lord's return, at any hour, without a moment's warning, 

'to open the door and receive and attend upon him, as became a 
good and faithful ſeryant, he was then ready, quite ready, as he 
ought to be, for his Lord's coming. 


Warn, therefore, we are bid to do like him, it naturally im- 
plies the ſame thing : namely, That ſince we alſo know, that our 
Lord will return, but know not the time, we, like good snd 

| faithful 
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faithful ſervants, be always in actual readineſs, that, whenever he 
comes, whether ſooner or later, he may not find us unprepared; 
but KEADY, QUITE READY to meet him. This is plain. 


Bur, becauſe the language of Chriſt here is fizurative, it may 
be very uſeful—to enquire when a perſcn may be ſaid to he QUiTE 
READY for his Lord's coming, even though he ſhould come ever 


ſo $UDDENLY and UNEXPECTEDLY. 


Firſt, Tuxx, beſure, he who would be ready for his Lord's 
coming, muſt be in all reſpects, a good, ſincere and faithful ſer · 
yant of Chriſt, 


AxD this implies in it the following things: 


1ſt. THAT we ſtudy, and endeavour to be well acquainted with 
the rule of our FAITH and pur, or, with that goſpel by which 
we are now to L1VE, and at laſt be judged, 


THxs is neceſſary to dur being ready; becauſe it is, in other 
words, enquiring what will make us ready. And ſure no man 
can be ready for his Lord's coming, without knowing what will 
make him ſo, 


THEY, therefore, who indulge themſelyes in 16NORANCE, be- 
ing too ſlothful to wait at Wiſdom's gates, and watch at the poſts 
of her door, and to uſe the other means to get und: rſtanding, 
Kumble at the threſhold, and are in no way at all to be ready for 
their 


—— — 
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their Lord's coming. But, they who diligently ſtudy the m1xÞD 
and wiLL of God, and the way OF L1FE, have taken one good ſtep 
towards being ready for the coming of their Lord. But we muſt 
not ſtop here; it we dg, we are yet unprepared. 


ad. Wx muſt firmly believe the words of truth and knowledge, 
For, evithout faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Cad. | 


Nox yet muſt we ſtop here. But 


zd. We muſt repent of all our fins and turn unto the Lord, 
and live according to our faith and knowledge. For, except ye re- 
gent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, ſaid Chriſt. And, if we turn not 
from our evil ways, we ſhall ſurely die. 


4th. Ir we would be ſure to be ready, we muſt repent and turn 
immediately, without any delay. 


Tux leaſt delay is dangerous, becauſe we know not how ſoon 
or ſuddenly our Lord will come | If we delay till to-morrow, * 
and our Lord ſhould come this day, or this night, we are found 
unprepared ! Only to reſolve, therefore, to repent and comply 
with our duty hereafter, is a certain ſign, that as yet we.are not 
ready ; and leaves it quite uncertain whether we ever ſhall be! 
To day, therefore, while it is called to day unto us, we muft hear 
the Lord's voice and not harden our hearts, if we are in carneft 
to be ready when he comes. | 

oth 
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5th. We muſt, moreover, ſeriouſly and thoroughly examine our- : 
ſelves and be ſatisfied that we are prepared for our Lord's com · 
ing; or we cannot be ſaid to be quite ready. 


Tuis is a great work, and ſhould not be let alone to the laſts 
and, if we are otherwiſe ready, it is necefſary to prevent ſurprize 
at the laſt hour. We ſhould therefore prove ourſelves, and ſee 
whether we are in the faith or not; for, without this trial we 
cannot have the teſtimony of our conſcience, which the apoſtle 
tells us, is our rejoicing. (2 Cor. x 12.) For want of this, the 
real ſaint may meet his Lord with ſurprize and amazement | And 
tuerefore cannot be ſaid to be quite ready for his approach. 


6th. In order to be quite ready, we muſt meditate mach upon 
death and Judgment, and thereby familiarize them to us. Hence 
that pathetic wiſh (Deut. 32. 29.) O that they were wiſe, that 
they underflod thisy and ould rider their latter end. 


Ir ever this be caaitted, when thefe great and folemn things 
come, there will be great danger of their oyerwhetming us. We 
ſhould therefore always keep it before our eyes that we are born 
to die, and that after that is the Judgment. We ſhould conſider 
ourſelves as pilgrims and ftrangers here, and the grave as our long 
home I and we ſhould frequently place ourſelves as in the preſence 


of God, and before the great tribunal of Chriſt : and then when 


they appear, they will not appear 8TRANGE things to us. Once 


more here. 
Is 
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| In order to ſuch complete readineſs as we are here directed to 
Kbour after, we muſt keep continually on our watch and guard, 
watching and praying that we enter not into temptation ; and fre- 
quently examining ourſelves, that we may either keep from fin, 
or immediately repent, if we vo fall: and ſo keeping our graces 
bright, and our evidences for glory clear, we may not be ſurpri« 
zed, let our Lord come ever ſo ſuddenly, even though we ſhould 


awake in the other world befare we knew that we were called 
out of this, 


THEN, then are we ready, actually and completely ready, like 
the good and faithful ſervant our Lord here deſcribes, with, our 
loins girt and our lights burning, &c. 


AxD, of what importance this is to our ſafety and comfort, ſure 
you can need no Jaboured proof. For, what is important, if theſe 
are not—namely, COMFORT in a dying hour, ſafety at Chriſt's 


appearing, the approbation of our final Judge, and the eternal 
ſalvation of our ſculg ? 


Ou 1 the infinite, the everlaſting importance of theſe ! And 
| yet in order to all this, we muſt be ready for our Lord's coming: 
for otherwiſe, we loſe all this bleſſedneſs, and fink into woe unut- 
terable and everlaſting | The thought of which, who, who alas, 
can bear? This muſt ſuffice here: And I come now 


M® 


III. To preſs all, by many conſiderations, to hear this counſal | 
without delay, 


Now 


Death of twa Young Men. © 15 
Now it may well ſeem ſtrange, that there ſhould be any need 
of preſſing ſuch counſel upon any reaſonable creatures ! One 
would think, it muſt be enough to illuſtrate it, or to ſet it before 
them in a clear light. And yet, if we look around us, we fee ſuck 

multitudes who regard it not, that it muſt convince us of the ne- 
—_ CTY ee 
or providence of God furniſh us with, 


THE counſel before us i Let your loins be girded, and your 
lights burning © and ye yourſelves like unto men <vho wait for their 
Lord, &c, Or in plain words That ye be all ready, without 
delay, actually and compleatly ready for your Lord's coming, ei- 
ther by death or judgment, as becomes wiſe and faithful ſervants 
who know neither the day nor the hour when he will appear and 

call for you. 


Now here, I might fill my mouth with arguments, and preſs | 
you by confiderations, without number and without end, if the 
time would not fail me. But, I muſt confine myſelt to a few of 
the plaineſt and moſt ſolemn. And if theſe fail of effect, I am 
apt to think, that neither would you be perſuaded though one roſe 
from the dead. 


iſt THEN, think a few moments on the certainty of your Lord's 
coming by death and judgment. 


o — 
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My brethren——=do not you believe that you ſhall die? I know 
that ye believe it. All the living know that they ſhall die. It is 
not poſſible for a man, in the exerciſe of reaſon, to doubt it. And 


if you believe the goſpel, you can no more doubt, but that after 


death is the judgment : For, it is one of the plaineft and moft 
certain truths that you find in that revelation. And if death and 
judgment are certainly before you, will you not think ſeriouſly of 


them ; and prepare for them ? How can this thing be? O dying 
men |—Think ſeriouſly that the hour is coming, when you muſt 
- grapple with the king of terrors, and go to the houſe appointed 
for all the living ; and time, and all the things of time ſhall ceaſe 


with you forever i And that, moreover, you muſt ſtand before 


the great tribunal of God, and give an account of all your be- 


haviour, and receive a final and unchangeable ſentence according 


thereunto——a ſentence which ſhall fix you for eternity ! And is 
all this nothing? Is it nothing to you whether you are prepared 


for theſe great and momentous ſcenes or not ? Is it nothing to you 
whether you be happy or miſerable for ever ? 


O ſleepers, awake, and make ready to ſtand before the Son of 
man, or elſe give up all title to reaſon, and all hope of happineſs 


for ever. 


2. Cons ix the uncertainty af the time: and that your 
Lord may come ſuddenly. 
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Ir you knew that you had many years to live, and that judg- 


i 


ment was a great way off; though even then it would be your wiſ- 


= 
a 


dom to prepare for them, ſince they will certainly come; yet you 
| might ſeem to have ſom? plauſible excuſe for neglecting at preſent 
to prepare for them. But is this the caſe ? Have you a leaſe of 
- life, or & reſpite from the ſentence of the Judge—for a year—or a 
month—or a day—or àn hour? You dare not, one of you, fay 
it | Nor has God ſo much as promiſed to give you any immedi- 
ate warning of his approach ! But, he may come ſuddenly by 
death; and you know he will come ſuddenly to judgment, ever 
41a thief int the night: | 


E 4 1 £ 


ring 


Ap dare you venture your ſouls üpon it that neither of them 
is near, and ſo that there is no need at preſent of preparing for 
them ? Sure this muſt be the very madneſs of folly | O be per- 
ſuaded before it be too late! Act a more reaſonable part | Shew 
yourſelves men! And get ready, without delay, leſt this night 
4 this day, before 'tis night, your Lied thould come and your 
ſouls ſhould be required of you ! 


KFA ITTF IEE 


ſs 


34. Conſider the many calls bf God in his word to be ready. 
Beſides my text, the Bible is full of them. It is needleſs torepeat them. 


' ? 


Now when a compaſſionate God and Savior are calling ſo often, | 
L ſo expreſsly and ſo ſolemnly upon you, to be ready for your Lord's 


4 3 C . coming 
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not prepare for it. But when we ſee ſo many of our friends-and 
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coming, muſt not you conchude that i is a thing of great lmpoes 


tance ? And can you be unconcerned whether you hearken to his 


voice or not, and let death and judgment come and find you un- 


prepared? What accojint can you give of this folly and impiety, ? 
And how dreadful muſt be your doom, if after all, you will pe- 


riſh? O be ſtirred up and hearken to the compaſſionate calls of 


heaven, and prepare to meet your God | 
4. ConsDze the many calls of Providence by ſudden deaths, 


LIABLE as we are to death every moment, yet, if we had ne- 
ver ſeen any body ſnatched away by it, with little or no warning, 
it would not be ſo ſtrange, that we ſhould not expect it, and ſo 


neighbours dropping away all around us, as it were, one after 
another, cut down by the ſudden nnen 
indeed that any can fleep, vr be careleſs ! 


Is not God in all theſe, crying with a loud voice Let your 


teins be girded, and your lights burning—and, be ye alſo ready ; 
| for in a day when ye think not of it, and in an hour anden ye are net 
aware, your Lord alſo may come ! 


Aup, if you will not be rouzed by ſuch awakening calls, what 
can you expect, but that you yourſelves ſhould, by and by, be 
cat down by as ſudden a Rroke, and all opportuity of preparing 
cut off for ever ? 


5 C1 


Warn 
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Wurn you think of this, O ! how dare you delay another 
day or hour, fince this may be your laſt ? 


4. Consines how fafe, AE NG, poo eee who 
are thus ready for their Lord's coming. | 


. and judgment are great and folemn erents in theme 
elves | And every thinking man knows, that the conſequences 
are amazingly great and important indeed | But O 1 with what 
calmneſs may that man meet them, who is quite ready in all the 
ſenſes before-mentffoned. What if he find himſelf ſtruck with 
death in a moment, or ſee Chriſt appearing in the clouds of hea- 
ven, ready to judge the quick and the dead ! How fafe is he, be- 
cauſe all things are his, death as well as life: and the Judge is 
his friend, and heaven ſecured : and he is only going to exchangs 
à world of fin and ſorrow for the pure and, bliſsful regions above, 
beyond the grave, and beyond time i 


Hs is comfortable, becauſe he has proved his own work, and 
knows that his title, through grace, is ſure, to all this bleſſedneſs, 
He is happy, becauſe he can anticipate. the future joys, even 
amidſt the agonies of death, or the ſolemnities of the Judgment- 
Day! Such have nothing to fear, and every thing to hope! Death 
cannot hurt them, judgment can bring them into no danger 
They know their peace is made with God their title to heaven 
b ſure : © that they can look upon death as a paſſage to glory, 
| | and 


5 


20 4 Funeral Sermon, on the: 
and Judgment as their coronation-day ; when they ſhall be ho- 
noured and glorified before men and angels, and be made kings 
and prieſts unto God, and to the Lamb for ever and ever 


O ! who, who among the ſons of men, would not wiſh to be. 
in this cat, when they meet death and judgment ? Who, let 
them be good or bad, can help crying out with the vicked pro- 
phet of old Let me die the death of the righteous, 1 


end be like his ? 


bor Q! Remember, empty wiſhes are vain : pom ith 
hope for this, you muſt live their life; you muſt. prepare for the 
Lord's coming; you muſt be compleatly ready, with your /aing 
PR Ih Joni 216 20A 5 


ONCE more. Conſider, on the other hand, how unſpeakably 
ful i is their condition, who aro found unprepared, when their 
Lord comes, and yet have no time to prepare at laſt becauſe he 
comes ſuddenly ! 


1 


| Wno can conceive of the diſtreſs and agony a poor ſoul muſt 
be in, when he finds that he is going and knows not whither 1 
Even this uncertainty, how dreadful ! But how much more ſo, 
if they have no hope ; but ſee plainly that they are unprepared, 
and muſt be condemned The agonies of death may be terrible, 
and they have nothing to lighten them | The paſſage is dark and 
dreary ; but it is darker beyond, even the blackneſs of darkneſh 
| for 


ws wy NÞ oo le! 
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for ever Death they view as the end of hope and the beginning 
of deſpair | They are yet to be tried indeed; but, if their own; 
hearts condemn them, God, they know, is greater; and ſo they 
are to be judged ox to be condemned ! 80 they go quivering 
out of the body, and trembling to the Judgment Seat ; calling for 
the rocks and the mountains to fall on them, and ta'cover them 
yo rater Re Re CEE 
But calling in vain | | 


0 who can endure the diſtant thought of this ? Who then 
can abide in the day when it hall come upon him? : 


i 


Bur, how ſhall all this be prevented? Why by preparing now, 
in ſeaſon, for our Lord's coming. By keeping our lains git and. 
tur lights burning. : ren 


- 


01 think erioully ot theſethings; and one would think they muſt 
perſuade every man to live ſoberly and righteouſly and godlily in this 
preſent <yorld, and to give all diligence that they may be found of 
Dr 
ſoeyer it may be 1 O that ye were wiſe to underſtand this plain 
truth, and would confder your latter end 

But, I muſt not enlarge; but haſten in the laſt place, to make 
ſome application to the melancholy occaſion before us, and ſame 
pddreſſes tothe bereaved, and to others, | 
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Hou hat a warping had we from Divine Providence in the 
ht wock, is the ſudden and awful deſtruction which came upon 
me of our brethren 1 This js: the THIRD time, fince 1 have 
teen with yon, that we have had ſuch melancholy warnings of 
men TRAN ONE: perſon at a time, who periſhed in the-mighty 
waters. * Thus we have had a ſblemy alarm indeed How can 
R be that it hould be no more regarded by us ! As to thoſe wh 
periſhed near home, the towering waves of the'ſex fell on them 3 
_—_— wry th po FR 
tom as a fone, and moſt of them were ſeen no more They 
went out from home in the morning, about their lawful buſineſs, 
without any mpre apprehenfious of danger than thouſands have 
before, who went and returned (afe-: All in the prime of life and 
In their full ſtrength and vigor: their breaſts were full ef min 
and their bones moiſtened with marrow, with no more apprehen+ 
| fleas that can was fo near, than we have now: 


35 f How: bon were their eyclds clſed in death i How 
ſoon were they buried in weit watery grave Has bon were they 
IS > called 


29, 1766— RozgrT Jonzs, REUBEN WEBSTER 

f * King Darn 
others narrowly eſca 

tn the year 126. — A ay with hunger and thin, 
of our brethren in yd oe DWARD WADLEIGH, Sa- 
MUEL HACKETT, 7 0 informanci 
by ſomething left on — x the qurecł. 

May 12, 1784—Were drowned on our bar, the tevo perſons, wha 
© pecafioned theſe meqitations, viz. JAMES FANNING, and JONAs 

THAN SMITH. Others now alſo eſcaped. 
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aſting fate determined 


Aup, though the parents and other hear friends of theſe laſt, 
not with us as preſent mourners, yet, as one is crying Alas, 
the huſband of my youth | And another, and another will crys 
Alas | my fon | And others—alas ! my brother | when they 
hear the melancholy tidings surely this is a time to mourn! 
And they muſt have hearts of ſtone, who are not moved on i 
melancholy an occaſion 


Sejoice alſo with ſome that rejoice! What a wonder of mercy 


even at the laſt caſt i 


Fc @ + S& & & © F 


Ferily | This was the Lord's doing, and it 2 marvelloxt in all 
nur eyes 


O give thanks unto the Lord, all ye who are ſpared, and who 
are concerned in theſe ſalvations, for his mercy endureth forever! 
More eſpecially, let the redeemed vf the Lord ſay ſo, whoſe lives 
were ſo wonderfully redeemed from deſtruction, and their ſouls 
from the opening pit, which was juſt ready to receive them, and 
bury them in one wide grave with their companions. O that they 
and all concerned, would praiſe the Lord while they live, yea, 
praiſe him while they have a being ! | 


Bur, O, the marvllows goodneſs of God, which call wa 


was it, that any were ſpared in that diſtreſſing hour! and ne 
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ties of ſpeaking to them. $36 { 
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Iſt. 15 this no new thing, 1 but have fuck ſudden deſtruRions 
often come upon the children of men ? Do not ſay—A ftrange 
thing bath happened to you, even in theſe melancholy caſes 


Tuer are very ſolemn and melancholy indeed, and demand the 
, attention of every ſoul ! But, properly ſpeaking, nothing. has 
| happened to you or to your friends, but what has often happened 
to others, and nothing but what we are all liable to. You have 
no reaſon, therefore, to ſay—You are diſtinguiſhed, and that 


there is no ſorrow like your's, as we are too apt to do. There 


is nothing new of this kind under the fun ! it hath been often of 


old time among them who have been before us. It becomes Ml, 
 Uherefore, to take their lot with their brethren as it pleaſes God 
' to order it out to them, i in a world of troukde.. If it be harder 
| than the lot of ſome, yet remember that others have had a muck 
bitterer cup, and yet had no right to complain. 


ad. We ſhould learn hence never to boaſt of to-morrow, nbr 
4 88 6 . 
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Born the word and Providence of God all loudly to ths: 
And how full is the world of ſuch ſudden deaths | And, methinks, 


we 
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we have len poinllatly alarmed ! Solemnly, indeed, one time 
after another! What is the yoice of God to us in all this, but that 
in my text Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burn- 
ing, &c. And if men will not hear ndw, and learn wiſdom, I fear 
pI IRR AP Rene oo ms 1 


4 


"oh. Lar in be — againſt judging of men” 's "s charadters, 
by what befalls them in this world. You remeniber that our Lord 


ſaid concerning ſome who met with a ſudden and 9 N 


Think ye that theſe were greater finners than others, becauſe they ſuf 
ered fuch things ? I tell gau, nay, &c. We cannot determine men's 


characters by what befalls them here. In the ſame calamity good 
and bad often ſuffer together. And what their characters are, is 


to be judged (fo far as we can judge) only dy their former lives 
and converſations z and not at all by their ſufferings, be they what 


they will. g e. ni He 


dered by God, for good, and let this ſtill and quiet all under them. 
It is enough, one would think, when any thing befalls us, to know 
that God doth it: but when we are aſſured that it is wiſciy order- 
ed, for good, this may well make us, not only dumb, but quiet and 
ſubmiſſive ; For, He doth net offi evilliaghy, nor needlefaly grieve 


| | the children of mon + But, cither for their own good, or the good 
of others, he ab deügus theſe fiery trials. He fees it abſo- 


lutely neceſſary to awaken a ſecure world, now and then, by ſend- 
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- theſe were ſinners above all that have gone to ſea, or who yet 
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" Ing ſome fignal judgments, that ſhall make the earth trenttlos. 
gain! And fo, when a particular place or people will not hear 
leſſer warnings, he is obliged, as it were, to rouze them by ſome 
very alarming judgment! He ftrikes a ſudden and awful blow, to 


make ſinners among them awake and tremble, turn and live. And 
mould not this conſideration greatly fill and quiet thetd who fb 
fer? Sure it ought. 


"Once more Vai for I muſt not enlarge 1——Are ſuch TY 
rotes deſigned to warn and awaken others, and bring mem to 


| repentance and except they repent will they al he 


; ke the improvement we arc al now to take | 


Ir Chriſt were here, methinks he would ſay © Think not, that 


dwell in this place.“ But, except ye repent ye /hall ALL like<vife periſh, 


| A 


evays ready for your Lord's coming. 


| Gov's defign in this awful breach upon us, is to avnaken'ferure 


© Kinners among us, and bring them all to repentance. And this is 
| the improvement we are all to make of it, who are yet ſpared. 
And happy for us, yea, happy indeed, If we take warning, and 


even now in this our day, confider in eatneft the things of our 


by Peace, before they are hidden from our eyes 5 


Lir 
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Lr me then addreſs the bereaved and others, and, if poſſible, 
uade them all to make a good improvement of this melancho» 
y diſpenſation of divine Providence, 


- fs 
hear 
ſome 


, to 8 
And 1. Tuxx, Let me intreat thoſe who are bereaved, neither to 


ſul. deſpiſe the chaſtening of the Lord, nor yet to faint when they 
are rebuked of him, 


7 an e ihe froke ls weep mend to fime of pau 
(eſpecially, to whom it is come near, very near indeed) and touch- 
ed you, as it were, in the apple of your eye. And it is come, as 
it were, in a moment, when you thought nothing of it. I know 
you are ready to cry with Job—{ Job 19, 21.) Have pity me 
me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends, for the hand of God 
bath touched me, And God forbid, that we ſhould any of us 
fail to mourn with you and to comfort, you. I truſt, God is wit- 
neſs for us all, that we keartily mourn with you, and defire to 
comfort you, and to direct you to a good improvement of theſe 
fore viſitations. I know ye are caſt down, but do not faint or be 
diſmayed. God has done it and you muſt be dumb and not open 
your mouths : And he has wiſely ordered it all, it may be for 
much good unto you, and unto, our children and youth, and it 
may be alſo unto many others. Who knows but God will make 
uſe of this to awaken many finners, and to ſave many precious. 
fouls? You muſt therefore be quiet and ſubmiſſive. 
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with you before God. None mall then be — W now 
| they are loſt, and cannot be found. 


Ir may be God has warned you by them, to ſave _w own 
fouls forever : And can you then m ? 


O why, why ſhould living perſons 8 for the puniſhment 
of their ſins? If you have reafon to hope well of them from their 
vaſt lives and converſations (which is all you have to judge by) 
ſudden death would not hurt them. And if not, you muſt be till 
and know that it is God. When Aaron's two ſons were ſuddenly 


ſlain, we read———that Aaron held his peace. (Lev. 10, 3.) 


Ir may ſeem to ſome of you a melancholy circumſtance that 
they are not found to be buried at home. But conſider, this will 
be of no importance in the laſt day: for the fea ſhall give up the 


dead that are therein, as well as the land : and all ſhall appear 


LEavE therefore all with God, and quietly wait upon him, and 


hope in his mercy, in the way of your duty ! And then he will 


not leave you comfortleſs, nor forſake you: he will be, as he 


f hath ſaid, an huſband to the widow—and a comforter- to all the 


mourners :, to them that are bereaved of ſons, he will be better 
than many ſons : and to thoſe who have loſt brethren, Chriſt himſelf 


| will be their ** brother. For, he i is not aſhamed, as the Apoſtle 


tells us, to call his true diſciples brethren. Nay, as he tells ys 


himſelf { Mat. 12, $0.) WHOMSOEVSR SHALL DO THE WikL or 
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r FATHER WHICH is IN HEAVEN, THE SAME ITS MY Ro- 
HER AND SISTER AND MOTHER. In a word, God's grace will 
ze ſufficient tor you all; and make all theſe things work together 
for your beſt, your everlaſting good. Let the language of every 
dne of you then be -O God, do not condemn me; but ſhew 
ne wherefore thou contendeſt with me; and propane me to fol- 
dw. Let it be a time of ſerious conſideration and thorough ex- 
mination with you. Lift up your hearts to God, and ſay—— 
SEARCH ME O GOD AND KNOW MY HEART, TRY ME, AXD 
I MY THOUGHTS, AND SEE IF THERE ” ANY EVIL war 
IN ME, AND LEAD ME IN THE WAY EVERLASTING, —And 
whatever you find amiſs, either of omiſſion or commiſſion, re- 
pent of it, and turn from it unto God who ſmiteth you. And 
then fear not, neither be diſmayed, God will be with you, and 
will ſupport you, and will comfort you, and will guide you by 
his counſel, *till he mall receive you up to glory. l 


Have patience with me< Watts, 0 my hearers, and I will ſpeak 
but this once to this whole aſſembly, 


My brethren, my young brethren beſure among the reſt, you 
have many a time heard the voice of God ſpeaking loudly to you, 
calling you to repent and be ready. But juſt ſuch a voice as this 
to us, you have not often heard. He ſpeaks now, as it were, 
with a voice like a mighty clap of thunder ; ay if be was determip- 
ed now that every one ſhould hear and fear. Beſides a great num- 

ber 


| unto you. But what effect had it? Were any awakened ? ere 


| tion, were greater finners than any of you who are yet ſpared? 1 
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ber of ſadden death's all around, God has:ſpoken to un andes 
yea, twice before this, in a very ſolemn manner in the laſt of 
them by a-melancholy. (though not ſudden) inſtance of mortality 
which we monrned-the ft ſabbath, when I warned you. all not 
to depend upon the warning uk had, when both thoſe were pre. 
ſent, whoſe ſudden. deaths we now mourn. He was cut down 
in the midſt of his days and buſineſs, and: all the works of hit 
hand are at an end. 


k boped ſome would have taken warning then, either bythe word 
or Providence of God : for, you know I did not fail to cry aloud 


any convinced? Were any turned from their fins to God ? God 
knoweth. I know not. There have been no ſuitable figns of it, that 
I know of: beſure none anſwerable to God's juſt expectations. 
Bub, ſo far as I know, every one goes on yet in his own way, and 
have not turned unto him that ſmote them! What now was ta 
de done | Why, it ſeems, God was determined to raiſe his voice 
louder, and to make his ſtrokes heavier and more ſolemn, to ſee 
if you would not hear and regard this. And if you will not now 
hear, what muſt you expect next? Why, I fear, I greatly fear, 
ſome ſtill more general and awful deſtruction, without remedy. 


Do you think that they who periſhed in the late awful deſtruc- 


may 
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may venture to dell you, nay + and to add, wat cn re 
r all Meer periſh? 


— -- - 


Gov only knows how ſoon or fuddenly you may die as they 
ad; and in an hour when you are not aware, be called to appear | 
before your Judge i You are ſure of no time any more than theyy 
though in your youth and-in your, full-Rrengthy an- they. wert! 
Jou cannot rationally.boaſt-of a toxmorrow 1 ---Nor gan you-2ny 
de in eternity before night i Why then will yon delay torepentand, | 
reform what is amiſs, and to prepare for death? Why will you 
put off a work which muſt be done, or you be undone to all cter- 
nity? Do it not, I beſeech you! But think on your ways and 
turn your feet into God's teſtimonies, make haſte, and make no 
delay to keep God's commandments. Do you live in any fin, as 
drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, profane ſwearing, lying, cheating of 
the like, break off I beſeech you. Or, if you live in the omiſſion 
of any duty—as prayer, family-prayer, or baptiſm, or the Lord's 
ſupper, or works of piety or charity——make no more vain excu- 
ſes, but comply with your duty immediately, in obedience to God 
- and your Redeemer. | 
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O youth, youth, in particular, let the counſel of God be accept- 

able to you, before the evil day comes : and you will have the 

0 comfort of it in the day of trouble and in the hour of death, 

though it comes ſuddenly upon you; and you will have joy at 
the great tribunal, and fullneſs of joy forever l 
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WH Bur, if you will not hekr, but turn a deaf ear to all; GS 
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* { | repeated reproofs, my ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret places for youy 
| 4 ; and, take heed, leſt ye fall under that terrible feen 
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\ * (Prove: 29. 10) He that hing often reproved, unte bi nec, Bal 
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95 | Allr; be ate -d, and that evithout remedy I 
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| 72 Bor be it known unto ybù, that ye are önce more wirndd; 
0 | þ and that whether you die ſuddenly or not, except ye repene c 
5 mall certainly and everlaſtingly periſh | Which God forbid! WIH 
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